
There js ‾‾ e‾‾岬’uしく車上∪⊥じOnmsIOn today

about what constitutes approprlate wor-

Ship, Whether we are taIking about person-

a】 or corporate worship of God. some

eXPeCt worship to make them feeI good

and therefore want church services by

Which they feeI a恥med and satisfied.

Others ]ink worship with entertainment,

and church services are pIanned accordjng輸

重y These views mistaken重y assume that

WOrSh上p js intended to enhance the person-

aI p]easure ofthe worshipper This is not

true. What does the B王bIe have to say

about approprjate worshjp?

a great deaI of confusjon
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Our Lord to]d the samaritan woman,毎The

」(,。。い　〈〈__臆　.1hour cometh, and

WOrSh上ppers shaI上worship the Father jn
ノ　　’‾‾、′ふ〃●∴-し⊥1ヽ/　し⊥ u⊂

SPlrlt and in truth: for t心e Father seeketh

SuCh to worsh王p Him,・伍hn 4‥23). The

PSa]mist David commanded Godもancient

PeOP重e‥ “Give unto the LORD, O ye

mIght男gIVe unto the I‘ORD glory and

Strength・ Give unto the LORD the gIory
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nOW ]S, When the true

due unto H上s Name; WOrShip the LORD in

the beauty of hoI王ness・, (Psalm 29‥1-2).

The Apost】e John言n Rel′e]at上on 19:9-10,

制at the feet ofthe ange重ic messenger to

WOrShip him, and he was rebuked with,
“See thou do jt not... vrorship God.,,

Wbrship is, thereforq not to be focused on

Others, but is to be d王rected toward Him.
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One has but to take a Bjb]e concordance

and look up “worshjp,, and its re]ated terms

tO note the many passages which connect it

tO the hoI工ness of God. psa]m 29:2

reminds us to “worship the LORD in the

beauty ofhoIiness,・, and Psa]m 99:3, 5 and

9 command Godも/.u‘’皿Culu UOC[S peopIe to worsh王p God

because “The LORD our God is hoIy,,

One of the great oId festament scenes of

WOrShip is that ofIsajah the prophet being

COmmissioned by God. Here we are toId

that the prophet “saw the Lord s」tt王ng upon

a throne’h王gh and輔ed up・・ (Isajah 6:I_

1つ¥　　丁L_重3)・ The seraphs cried out at the scene,

“Holy hoI男ho]扉s the LORD of hosts:

the whole earth is軸ofHis g]ory,・ Note

that th」s experjence did not make the

PrOPhet feeI good or serve as enterta王n_

ment. His response was, “Vfoe fs me崎r I

am undone; because I am a man ofuncIean

重ips..証mine eyes have seen the Kjng,

the LORD ofhosts.・,
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The dictionary defines worship as rever-

enCe or respectpaid to a divine being. It

COmes from an oId Eng]王sh word meanlng

“worthship,・, that js, reCOgnlZ重ng oneis

great WOrth. when appIied to the LORD, it
SPeaks of His deity greatness, and powe重

In Revelatjon 4‥10-11 and 5‥8-14 we

behoId the scene in heaven where God the

軸er and God the son are worshippe句

and that worship is connected to His wor_

thiness. “The four and twenty e重ders faH

down before Him that sat on the throne,

and worship Him that ]iveth forever and

eVer,... Saylng, `Thou art worth男o

LORD, tO receive glory and honor and

POWer...’’’(4‥10-11); the “・.. fourand

tWenty e]ders制down before the Lamb. _

′ヽ書へ,」∴⊥し_. and they sang a new song, Saylng, `Thou

art WOrthy..’(5:8-9); “WOrthy is the Lamb

that was sIain to receive power周d riches,

and wisdom, and strength, and honoL and

gIory, and b重essing,, (5‥12); `And every

Creature which is in heaven, and on the
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earth, and under the

2000
earth’and such as

王n the sea’and aI] that are in them, heard I

SayIng, `B】esslng’and honor”nd g]ory;

and powe串e unto Hjm That sjtteth upon

the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and

eVer And the four beasts saj句Amen. And

the four and twenty e重ders制down and

WOrShjpped mm that ]jveth for ever and

ever’’(5‥]3-]4).

In genuine worshjp there js more than a

mere inte】重ectua] recogn上tion of Who God

is. There is also the human response to

Him ofsubmjssjon and adoration・ This is

CIearIy seen in the Reve重atjon 4 and 5 texts

tO Which we have a]ready referred. We are

tOld that the twentyrfur e]ders ・制down

before Him・, (4‥10) and ``cast the王r crowns

before the throne,・ (4‥10); they ・制down

before the Lamb... and they sang a new

SOng’’(5:8-9); `And the four and twenty

elders制down and worshipped Hjm,・

(5‥]4). This response may take various

eXPreSSions一〇through music (負they sang a

neW SOng’’[5:9]), through giving (Matthew

2‥l-2, 9-11), through prayer and praise

(ReveIation 4 and 5), through assumjnp. 。
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‾‾‾‾‾ 〉ノ,し⊥⊥⊥Uug皿aSSummg a

Physica] position indicating submission

and respect (Psa]m 95:6)’and through a

W皿ngness to obey Godis wil] (note

Isaiahis response in Isaiah 6:8一-・・Then said

I, `Here am I; Send me.,,,)・ The response,

howeve暮must include the jnner attitude,

and notjust be outward form・ Notice the

COmments of our Lord to the reIigious

leaders of Hjs dy who were care餌to

Observe a]】 ofthe proper outward trapplngs

Of worshjp (and He does not condemn

them for this!)‥ ・篤hypocrites, WeII dj記

「`、へこへし　__臆臆　,

‾‾‾〉●ノ●　⊥し○○yPOCrltes, WeH did

Isa王ah prophesy ofyou, Saymg, ・This peo-

P]e draweth nigh unto Me with their
mOuth, and honoreth Me with their重王ps;

but their heart is fu from Me.,・・ (Matthew

工5:7-8).



redeemed us to God by Tdy blood out ofl l

every kindred’and tongue, and people’and

nation; And hast made us untO Our God

kings and priests: and we shall reign on the

earth,,,--5 :9-10)・

proper worship’then, 1S Our reSPOnSe tO

being confronted with truth alrout God一一

His holiness, SOVereignty’and mighty acts.

It is a respOnSe Of submission to Him and

an ackmowledgement Of His claims upon

our lives; it results in greater love and

appreciation for Him’an increased rever-

ence for being in His presenCe’and a new

resoIve to live for Him.
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In Psalm 29, David commands God’s peo-

ple to worShip Him (VerSeS l and 2)’and

then he provides apprOPriate infomation

alDOut God (His power餌acts一一VerSeS 3-9;

His sovereignty一一VerSe lO; His protection

of His people〇一VerSe ll)・ Christ warned

that it was pOSSible to worShip in vain’and

He comeCtS this w血“teaching for doc-

trines the commandments Of men’’

(Matthew 15:9). The heavenly worship-

pers in Revelation 4 and 5 specifically

identify their worship as a reSPOnSe tO COr‾

rect infomation and understanding of God

and His acts (・・Holy’holy, holy, LORD God

Almighty’Which was’and is’and is to

come・,一一4:8; “Thou art WOrthy’O LORD’

to receive glory and honor and power: for

[because] Thou hast created all things’and

for Thy pleasure they are and were creat-

ed・・○○4:11; ・And they sang a neW SOng’一　　　　〇　　　　　1

saylng, ・Thou art WOrtdy to tcke the book,

and to oPen the seals thereof: fdr

[because] Thou waSt Slain, and hast
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